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After the 2021 Workshop on Mangrove Restoration held on Bonaire, Jessica Johnson
(Coastal Dynamics; Bonaire), Jimena Samper Villareal (Centro de Investigación en
Ciencias del Mar y Limnología (CIMAR) of the University of Costa Rica (UCR)) and
Sabine Engel (Internos/Mangrove Maniacs; Bonaire) joined forces to establish the
Tropical Restoration Network. The aim of this network is to provide a platform for
the collaboration and methodological harmonization of the many efforts for
restoration of blue carbon habitats, focused on seagrasses and mangroves, in the
Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico and Eastern Tropical Pacific region.  

Building off the momentum of the 2021 Workshop, a follow on Tropical Restoration
Workshop was planned for 6-8 June 2023 hosted by the University of Costa Rica in
San Jose.  Participants from across the region were invited to attend, either virtually
or in person.
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PREPARATION
The website
(www.tropicalrestorationnetwork.com) was
officially launched in March 2023 and focused on
promoting the upcoming workshop.

The company MyD was hired to provide technical
support: to provide the hybrid platform,
projection of presentations, live-streaming,
recording, live translations between Spanish and
English, and audio for presenters and the
audience.

A booklet was prepared with important
information (logistics, safety, where to eat, etc) for
participants coming from abroad along with swag
bags and banners.  Breaks (morning and
afternoon) and lunch was catered for by UCR.
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The workshop itself consisted of seven panels ,
over two days, covering the topics:

Participants included 47 individuals who
attended in person and 82 which attended
virtually. Participants came from 27 different
countries.

Below you will find a full breakdown of each of
the presenters  within each panel. Each panel
included 10-minute presentations  (virtually
and in person) from each of the presenters
and  question-answer period to encourage
interactions with the participants.

PRESENTATIONS



TROPICAL RESTORATION WORKSHOP



TROPICAL RESTORATION WORKSHOP



FIELD TRIP
In total, 26 participants joined the field trip which

included a morning boat ride along the Rio Tempisque. 

The boat trip was a perfect way to spot wildlife, view the

seven different mangrove species, as well as see the

change in vegetation going upriver.  During this boat

ride, local guides and rangers were able to provide first

hand accounts of the challenges, threats and ongoing

restoration efforts taking place. 

On the bank of the river Jacklyn Rivera Wong,

coordinator for the national wetlands programs, focal

point for Ramsar, together with ranger Jorge Pineda.

discussed the history of the Cipanci Refuge, and its role

as part of one of the Ramsar sites in Costa Rica (Palo

Verde) including the change in the legislation governing

the ponds used for shrimp farming. 

Lunch was prepared and served by Mrs. Odillie Carrillo,

who is part of a community-organized group of women

who have been involved in the hydrological restoration

of the mangroves, helping to dig the canals. In this

space, representatives of the group explained what this

work meant for their local economies, but also the

commitment to continue helping to conserve and

restore the mangroves together with SINAC. 

In the afternoon, the group visited restoration sites in

degraded mangrove areas, abandoned and restored

salt- and shrimp ponds. SINAC is currently working to

revert the degraded areas through restoring

hydrological connections and has established an

ongoing monitoring program to measure regrowth and

success of the project. 

The Cipanci Wildlife Refuge is managed by the

National System of Conservation Areas (SINAC)

and is part of the Ministry of Environment and

Energy of Costa Rica. The Cipancí Refuge is part of  

the Lower Tempisque Basin, which includes other

protected areas in the Chorotega region, namely:

Palo Verde National Park, Barra Honda National

Park, Corral de Piedra Wetland, Lomas Barbudal

Biological Reserve and Mata Redonda Wildlife

Refuge. The Tempisque River Basin is made up of

two sub-basins: the Tempisque River with an area of

3,357.3 km2 and the Bebedero river sub-basin with

2,047.3 km2. This basin constitutes the largest in

Costa Rica; draining 10.6% of the national territory. 
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Overall, the 2023 Tropical Restoration
Workshop was a great success.  The hybrid
nature of the conference ensure all
interested parties could participate,
regardless of their locations.  This included
a number of individuals located both within
the Dutch Caribbean and Europe. Four
individuals from Bonaire were able to
attend in person, and  several DCNA
partner participants logged in from Aruba,
Curacao and the Netherlands (including
CARMABI, FPNA and Wageningen
University & Research).

In addition to the meaningful discussions
which occurred throughout the workshop,
a project map has also been developed.  
This map has been added to the Tropical
Restoration Network website and  allows
interested organizations to quickly see
what other ongoing efforts are taking place
and will serve to provide contact
information to facilitate collaboration.

Furthermore, throughout the workshop
new network connections were forged
throughout the Caribbean region to
facilitate future partnerships as well as the
exchange of lessons learned. As coastal
habitat restoration projects within the
Dutch Caribbean continue to expand and
grow, this network will prove immensely
helpful in designing and implementing
effective restoration projects.
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