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Saba: Horticultural Project
Sampling local food is a great way to experience the 
culture of a destination, and tourists will often seek 
out local restaurants to try out new and exciting 
dishes. More than 22,500 tourists visit Saba each year 
to enjoy the island’s tranquility and unspoiled natural 
landscape, but few visitors have the opportunity to 
savor fresh, locally grown food as most of the island’s 
produce is imported from the US. The tourism sec-
tor currently contributes the largest share to Saba’s 
economy, with total expenditures by tourists averag-
ing USD 31.7 million per year (Cado van der Lely et al, 
2014). However, because the food tourists are eating 
is imported, the net economic impact of tourist  
expenditure on the island is significantly reduced 
(Bélisle, 1984). In the Caribbean region, tourism and 
agriculture have for the most part developed separate-
ly, with agriculture primarily satisfying export markets 
while local demand is met through food imports  
(Mc Bain, 2007). 

Thanks to generous funding from The Netherlands 
Ministry of Economics Affairs through the Nature Fund, 
the Island Government of Saba is implementing a project, 
which aims to stimulate and improve the island’s local 
organic production of fruit and vegetables. Promoting 
organic horticultural production on the island will contrib-
ute to Saba’s pro- environmentally conscious image and 
give the island new tourism opportunities surrounding 
food tourism such as production site tours or taste events. 
Local hotels and restaurants have already expressed their 
eagerness to sell local produce. Additionally, this Nature 
Fund project will enable the establishment of a nursery 
of indigenous trees which will be used to help reforest 
the island once the issue of free-roaming goats is under 

control (see: Nature  Funded Goat Buy Back Project). The 
three-year project  (2015-2018) is carried out in partner-
ship with the Agricultural Station. 

The horticulture production site has been established at 
Zion’s Hill on a leased area of 10,000 m². The land was 
cleared of trees, shrubs and rocks in early 2017 and fenced 
to prevent damage from free-roaming goats, chickens 
and iguanas. A storage room has also been built on the 
property. Fruit and vegetables grown on the farm in 2017 
include sweet peppers, jalapenos, sweet potatoes, cas-
sava, bananas, watermelons, pumpkin, cabbage, lettuce, 
tomatoes, peanuts, chives and thyme. In September 
hurricanes Irma and Maria destroyed most of the crops, 
but the land is now being farmed again with sweet po-
tatoes, carrots, corn, okra, sweet peppers, thyme and 
parsley. Produce is sold to the public and at a local market 
on Wednesdays, with the goal to eventually sell products 
to supermarkets and restaurants. Indigenous trees are 
currently being grown from seed in pots with the support 
of the Saba Conservation Foundation. 

Organic farming practices are being used at both sites, 
such as the use of local cattle manure as fertilizer and 
the installation of drip-irrigation to conserve water. To 
ensure the sustainability of the project and its long-term 
success, the island government has leased the plot of land 
at Zion’s Hill for 10 years and plans to keep the project 
funded after the Nature Fund has expired. Profits from 
the sale of fruits and vegetables will be allocated to a 
special fund that will keep the horticultural production 
going. With hope, this project will inspire Saban people to 
grow food in their own backyard.
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